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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD GOD AND
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST
The Angels sing!
The Archangels blend their voices in harmony!
The Cherubim hymn their joyful praise!
The Seraphim exalt His glory!

All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the
Godhead here on earth, and man in heaven. He who is
above, now for our redemption dwells here below;
and he that was lowly is by divine mercy raised....
Since therefore all rejoice, I too desire to rejoice. I too
wish to share the choral dance, to celebrate the
festival. But I take my part, not plucking the harp, not
shaking the Thyrsian staff, not with the music of
pipes, nor holding a torch, but holding in my arms the
cradle of Christ. For this is all my hope, this my life,
this my salvation, this my pipe, my harp. And bearing
it I come, and having from its power received the gift
of speech, I too, with the angels, sing: Glory to God in
the Highest; and with the shepherds: and on earth peace to men of good will.
(John Chrysostom, Homily on Nativity)

Dear Parishioners and Guests, the Baby of Bethlehem, Jesus Christ, was born today. May the
beautiful moments of this Holy Night bring a touch of heaven to your hearts. May the gifts
that only Christ can give be yours this Christmas season, and may His Love, Joy, and Peace
continue to be abundantly yours throughout each day of the New Year. May you and your
loved ones have a Memorable and Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!

Father Andrii and Family

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS AND GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP ARE IN OUR PARISH HALL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING DIVINE LITURGY



First Antiphon
Verse: 1 will confess You, Lord, with all my heart,* [ will declare all Your wondrous deeds.
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Saviour, save us.
Verse: In the council of the just and the congregation,* great are the works of the Lord,
conforming to His will in every way.
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God O Saviour, save us.
Verse: His work is filled with praise and majesty,* and His righteousness endures forever.
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God O Saviour, save us.

Third Antiphon

Verse: The Lord said to my lord, “Sit at my right hand until [ make your enemies the footstool of
your feet”.

Refrain: Your Nativity, O Christ our God, made the light of knowledge dawn on the world; through
it, those who worshipped the stars were taught by a star to worship You, the Sun of
Righteousness, and to know You, the Dawn from on high. Glory to You, O Lord.

Verse: The Lord will send you a scepter of power out of Zion; reign in the midst of your enemies.
Refrain: Your Nativity, O Christ our God, made the light of knowledge dawn on the world; through
it, those who worshipped the stars were taught by a star to worship You, the Sun of
Righteousness, and to know You, the Dawn from on high. Glory to You, O Lord.

Verse: Yours is the dominion on the day you are given power in his splendour of your holy ones.
Refrain: Your Nativity, O Christ our God, made the light of knowledge dawn on the world; through
it, those who worshipped the stars were taught by a star to worship You, the Sun of
Righteousness, and to know You, the Dawn from on high. Glory to You, O Lord.

Instead of “Come let us worship...”: From the womb before the daystar I begot you. The Lord has sworn
an oath and will not go back on His word: You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.

Troparion: Your Nativity, O Christ our God, made the light of knowledge dawn on the world; through
it, those who worshipped the stars were taught by a star to worship You, the Sun of Righteousness, and
to know You, the Dawn from on high. Glory to You, O Lord.

Glory be ... Now...: The Virgin today gives birth to Him who is above all being; the earth offers the
cave to Him whom no one can approach; Angels with shepherds give Him glory, while Magi make
their way with a star, for to us is born a little Child, the preeternal God.

Instead_of “Holy God...”: All you, who have been baptized into Christ, you have put on Christ!
Alleluia! (3x) Glory be ... now... You have put on Christ! Alleluia! All you, who have been baptized
into Christ, you have put on Christ! Alleluia!

Prokeimenon Let all the earth worship You and sing to You; let it sing to Your Name, O Most High.
verse: Shout to the Lord, all the earth, sing now to His name, give glory to His praise.

A Reading of the Epistle of Saint Paul to the Galatians (4:4-7): Brethren, when the fullness of
time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are

AnTudon 1
Cmux: IctioBiMcs T06i, ['ocrioiy, BciM cepiieM MoiM, po3noBiM Mpo Bci 4ya TBOI.
IIpucnie: MoautBaMu boropoaunyi, Crace, cracu Hac.
Cmux: Ha pazi npaBeiHUX i COHbMI — BeJiuKi Aina ['ocnoHi, sABJeHi B ycixX BoJisix Moro.
IIpucnie: MoautBaMu boropoaunyi, Criace, cracu Hac.
Cmux: IcrioBiyBaHHA i BeJIMY - [1iJ10 HOTO i MpaBaa Horo nepe6yBaE MOBIK BiKY.
IIpucnie: MoautBaMu boropoaunyi, Criace, cracu Hac.

Autudon 3
Cmux: CkasaB 'ocniogs N'ocniogeBi MoeMy: CuAU IpaBOpyY MeHe, IOKHU He NIOKJIaAy BOPOTiB TBOIX
nigHiOKAM Hir TBoix (Ic 109,1).
IIpucnie: Pi3Bo TBOE€, XpucTe boxe Hall,* 3acBiTU/I0 CBITOBI CBiT/10 po3yMiHHA:* B HbOMY 60 Ti,
1110 3Bi3/1aM CJIY>KUJIY, Bij| 3Bi3 11 HABUMJIUCA™® MOKJIOHATHUCA TO6I — CoOHLIO paBay,* i mizHaBaTH
Tebe — Cxix 3 Bucotu.* 'ocroau, cyiaBa TOOI.
Cmux: Xe3n cunu nouwte To6i M'ocniogs Big CioHy i BosioAil nocepes BoporiB TBOIX.
IIpucnie: Pi3gBo TBOE, XpucTe boxke Halll,* 3acBIiTHJI0 CBITOBI CBiTJ/IO pOo3yMiHHSA:* B HbOMY 60 Ti,
1110 3Bi3/]aM CJIY>KUJIY, Bij| 3Bi3 11 HABUMJIUCA™® MOKJIOHATHUCA TO6I — CoOHLIO paBay,* i mizHaBaTH
Tebe — Cxif 3 BUcoTu.* ['ocnoau, cyiaBa TOOGI.
Cmux: 3 To6010 HavaJIo B [IeHb CUJIU TBOE], y cBiT/0CcTAX cBATUX TBOIX ([Ic 109,3).
IIpucnie: Pi3iBo TBoE€, XpucTe boxe Halll,* 3acBiTU/I0 CBITOBI CBiT/10 po3yMiHHA:* B HbOMY 60 Ti,
1110 3Bi3/jaM CJIY>KUWJIY, Bif| 3Bi3 1M HABUMIUCA™ NOKIOHATUCA TObi — CoHLto paBAy,™ i misHaBaTU
Tebe — Cxig 3 Bucotu.* 'ocroau, cyiaBa TOOI.

3amicme «Ilpuiidime nok/aoHimecsa»: 13 yTpobu nepej 3ipHULE0 POAUB 51 Tebe — KJABCA
F'ocnoapb i He po3kasBcs: Tu epelt noBik 3a unHoM Mesnxiceaeka (I1c 109.3-4).

Tpomnap (rs1ac 4): Pi3zaBo TBO€, Xpucte boxke Hami* 3acBiTUI0 CBITOBI CBiT/IO pOo3yMiHHS:* B
HbOMY 00 Ti, 1110 3Bi3/1aM CJIYKUWJIY, Bij] 3Bi3 11 HABUUIUCA™ NOKIOHATHCSA TOGI — CoHIIto npaBay,™
i misHaBaTu Teb6e - Cxix 3 BucoTu.* 'ocnoau, ciiaBa To0i.

Cnasa Omyio,...I Ha 8iku 8iyHI. AMiHb: /liBa AHech NMpeicTOTHOro PoAUTH* 1 3eMssl BepTen
HeNPUCTYIHOMY NPUHOCUTB.* AHre/iM 3 NAcCTUPSIMU CJAABOCJOBJATH,* a BOJXBU 30 3Bi3/010
NOJI0POXYIOTh,* 60 paZik Hac POAUJIOCS JUTS MaJjie — IpeABiYHUH Bor.

3amicmb Tpucesimozo: By, ujo B Xpucra xpecTuaucs, y Xpucra 3oaarayaucs. Anuays! (x3)
CnaBa OTulo, .., i Ha BikM BiyHi. AMiHb. Y Xpucra 3oa4araynuca. Annaysa! By, mo B Xpucra
XpecTUJINCH, y XpUcTa 304aruyancd. Annays!

IIpokimeH: Bcs 3eMJis Hexall OKJIOHUThCS TOGI i crliBae To6i,* Hexall e cniBae iMeHi TBoeMY,
BceBuminiii (I1c 65,4).

Cmux: BockiukHiTe ['ocniogeBi, Bcsl 3eMJis, ClliBalTe K iMeHi HOro, BiAAaiTe caaBy xBaJli HOTO.
Jlo l'anariB noc/iaHHsa Anioctosia [1aBia yutanHs: (4,4-7): bparTs i CecTpy, sikxke CHOBHHUBCS
yac, bor nocsiaB cBoro CHHa, 1110 HAPOAMBCA Bifl XKiHKH, HAPOAUBCS MiJ] 3aKOHOM, 1I[06 BUKYIIUTU


http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Galatians%204.4-7

children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!” So you are no
longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Alleluia (Tone 1)
verse: The heavens tell the glory of God, and the firmament declares the work of His hands.
verse: Day announces its message unto day and night proclaims its knowledge unto night .

Gospel: (Matthew 2:1-12): When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the time of King
Herod, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ Then Herod secretly called for the wise
men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out;
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road.

Instead of “It is truly...”: O my soul, magnify Christ the King born in a manger. A strange and
glorious mystery do I behold: the cave is heaven; the Virgin, the throne of the cherubim; the
manger, a dwelling place in which is laid Christ, the God Whom nothing can contain. Singing His
praises, we magnify Him.

Communion Verse: The Lord has sent deliverance to His people. Alleluia! (3x)

Instead of “We have seen the true light...” All creation is filled with rejoicing today, for Christ is
born of a Virgin (1x)

Instead of “May our mouths be filled...” All creation is filled with rejoicing today, for Christ is
born of a Virgin (3x)

Instead of “Blessed be the Name of the Lord...” All creation is filled with rejoicing today, for
Christ is born of a Virgin (3x).

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

# SUNDAYS DONATION: December 13th, 2015 - $ 480
2% PARISH COUNSIL MEETING - will take place on Thursday, JANUARY 21th, 2016, at 7:00pm

#% ANNUAL PARISH GENERAL MEETING will take place on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21TH, 2016.
The meeting will follow the Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. On that Sunday we will celebrate only
one Divine Liturgy (Bilingual). PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING.

THX, AKI ITi/] 3aKOHOM, 11106 MU IPUHHSJIN YCUHOBJIEHHS. A 1110 BU CMHM, bor noc/iaB y Baii ceprs
Jlyxa CuHa cBoro, skui B3uBae “ABBa, OTue!” ToMy TH BKe He pab, a CHUH; a KOJU CHUH, TO
cnaJIKkoeMellb 3aBJiSsKku borosai.

Amunys (raac 1)
Cmux: He6eca noBifawTh ciaBy boxy, TBOpiHHS X pyK Horo cnogimiae TBepAb ([1c 18,2).
Cmux: leHb fHeBi nepeaae cjoBo i HiY HOYi 06’saBJsi€ po3yminnA ([Ic 18,3).

€paHreJie: (Mt 2,1-12): Koau Icyc HapoauBca y BudsieeMi 0aericbkiM, 3a aHiB Ipoga naps,
Myapeni npuinn B €pycanum 30 Cxoay i cniutanu: “Jle nap woAelicbKUH, 0 olle HAPOAUBCS?
Bo Mu 6a4yusiu Horo 30pio Ha cxoAi ¥ mMpuUMILIKM oMy MokJoHUTHCE.” [louyBmu 1e uap Ipog,
CTPUBOXUBCS, i BBeCcb EpycajuM 3 HUM. 3i6paBUIM BCiX MePBOCBSIIEHUKIB Ta KHW)XHUKIB
HapO/JIHUX, BiH BUIIUTAB Y HUX, fie XPUCTOC MA€ HApOAUTHUCS. BoHu Homy ckazanu: “Y Budsieemi
O pelicbkiM, 60 Tak HanmucaHo mpopokoM: I T, Budseeme, 3emse H0au, HiYMM He MeHIIA MiX
Mictramu HOgu, 60 3 TebGe BUiAEe BOX/Ib, 10 OyAe macTu Mid Hapoh, I3paina.” Toai Ipon,
MOKJIMKABIIM TaWKOMa MYApeliB, BUIIUTAB Y HUX MUJbHO IMPO Yac, KOJHU 30Ps 3'sBUJIACK, i
BigicsiaB ix y Budueem, kaxkyuu: “IaiTh Ta po3nuTalTech NUJABHO NP0 AUTS, i KOJHU 3HAH/ETE,
CHOBICTITh MeHi, 1106 S TeX MilIOB HOMY BKJIOHHUTHCH.” BUcC/IyXasu BOHU 1aps i MyCTU/IKCH B
nopory. | ock 30p4, 10 i 6a4uIM Ha CXOA], HIILJIA Tepe; HUMH, aX MOKHU He MiJiiia i He cTasia
3Bepxy, Ae 6yJ10 AUTATKO. [lobaynBLIM 30PI0, 3pa/lijiM PAaAiCTIO BEJIbMHU BEJIMKO. YBINILIU A0
XaTH ¥ nobadyuau JUTATKO 3 Mapi€to, MaTip'to Moro, i, BOaBIIM HUIb, TOKJOHUIUCH HOMY; IOTIM
BiAKpUW/IM CBOI cKap6u 1 mifgHec/ M KoMy JapH: 30J10TO, JiaJiad i Mupo. | nonepesxeHi BBi cHi 10
[poza He 3aBepTaTH, NyCTUJINCh IHIIOIO JOPOTO0 y KpaH CBiH.

3amicms JocmoiiHo: Benvyaii, fyiie Mosi, y BepTeni HapomkeHoro [lapst - Xpucra.

Ipmoc (2aac 1): TaincTBO yyAHe 6ayy i npecjiaBHe: HEGO — BepTeI, NPECTOJ XePyBUMCbKUMN —
JliBy, ficna - BMicTM/IMINE, B SKUX BO3Jir HeBMicTumuit Xpucroc Bor. Horo ocniByrouu
BeJINYAEMO.

IIpuuacHuii 136aBiHHA nocuaas M'ocnogb toam cBoiM (Ic 110,9). Anunys (x3).

3amicmv“Mu 6ayuau ceimso icmuHHe...”: BcecBiT JHech PajiCTIO CNOBHSETHCS, XPUCTOC
poauscs Bia JliBu. (x1)

3amicms “Hexaii cnogHsambca ycma...” BcecBiT AHECh pa/iicTIO CIOBHAETHCS, XPUCTOC POAUBCS
Big JliBm (x3)

3amicme “Hexaii 6yde im’s...” BcecBiT Hecb paZiicTIo CHOBHSETHCS, XpUCTOC poAuBCcs Bix JliBu
(x3).

#% UCWLC - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will take place on Tuesday, January 12th, 2016.
The meeting will follow the Divine Liturgy which starts at 10:00 a.m.

#% “CHRISTMAS GIFT” is a free will offering taken up during the Christmas season which is
shared equally between the Bishop and the Parish Priest. Please note that Revenue Canada does
not allow Income Tax receipts for gifts to clergy.


http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%202.1-12

#CAROLING. On Sunday, December 27, the children from the Eparchial Ukrainian School will
come to our parish to share a joy of Christmas through the caroling. The children will join at at
12:15pm. It is a fundraising event, so please be generous.

#% EPARCHIAL CHRISTMAS CANDLE PROJECT. Since 2012 our Eparchy of New Westminster
has been collecting funds to help disadvantaged and orphaned children in Ukraine through our
Christmas Candle appeal. Our fundraising program is part of a larger global appeal sponsored by
Caritas Ukraine. We have had great momentum over the last few years raising over $19,000 with
support from our BC Parishes as well as Parishes in other Provinces and parts of the United States.
This appeal will again take place in December 2015 and we encourage everyone to remember
these Children during our Christmas season with a voluntary donation. Please place your
donation in an envelope marked Christmas Candle, with your name and address and include it
with the Sunday Collection at any Ukrainian Catholic Church in BC or mail it to the Ukrainian
Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster. All donations over $20.00 will receive a tax receipt and
cheques can be made out to Eparchy of New Westminster with Christmas Candle Project in the
memo. Candles will also be available for purchase at all the Ukrainian Catholic Parishes in BC for
a minimum donation of $5.00 per candle. We Thank You for your past support and ask that you
again consider supporting this ongoing Eparchial appeal and lighting these candles as part of your
Christmas Eve celebrations.

Caritas is an organization that is supported and approved by His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk
and His Excellency Bishop Ken Nowakowski. 100% of the proceeds go to Caritas Ukraine. For
more information, please contact Dana Koren Lupynis at
nweparchy.christmascandle@gmail.com

% PLEASE REMEMBER the sick and infirmed of our Parish in your prayers: JANETTE
OUCHARECK, JO OSTROWERCHA, LANCE DE SILVA, HENRY MARTIN, MARY SHEMLEY, MIKE
HAWKEN, VICTORIA HITCHIN, MARY LITWIN, STELLA SYRNYK PEGGY MCDONALD, ERNEST
PYLYPOW, BRITTANY AND HER CHILD and those who have asked us pray for them. Let us also
remember our sisters and brothers in Ukraine, those throughout the world in our prayers and
those who are celebrating birthdays in the month of November!

#% KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MONTHLY MEETING - will take place on TUESADY, JANUARY 12th,
at the parish hall at 7:00 p.m.

2% REMINDER FOR FAMILIES OF INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL.
If you or family member is admitted to hospital and you wish to have a priest visit, please be sure to
have I someone call the rectory to make this request. Your pastor may have no other way of knowing
that you are in hospital, as privacy legislation restricts the information that can be given to him by the
hospital.
#% SPECIAL PETITION DURING THE DIVINE LITURGY:
» We also pray to be blessed with generous hearts to contribute to our Bishop’s initiatives
and programmes, such as: the support of parishes, the education of parishioners, and the
formation of seminarians, Lord hear us and have mercy.

NEWS

CHRISTMAS LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV
December 11, 2015

To the Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans, God-loving bishops,
honourable clergy, reverend religious, and beloved brothers and sisters in
Ukraine and throughout the world.

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those with whom He is

pleased! (Lk 2:14)

Christ is born! Let us glorify Him!
The evangelist Luke proclaims the words spoken by the angel who appeared to the shepherds:
"Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the
people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
(Luke 2:10-11)
The joy of the Nativity of Christ, the good news of the birth in human flesh of the Son of God
Himself, is like a powerful beam of eternal sunlight that descends today from heaven to earth.
Christ is born! These are the words with which the heavenly powers gladdened the hearts of the
shepherds who stood watch over their sheep. Christ is born! These tidings transformed night
into day, sadness into consolation, waiting into the fulfilment of hope. Christ is born! This joy,
which comes down from Heaven, inspires a person to act: to seek the Eternal God in a new-born
babe, to serve Him as a neighbour, and to share this joy with others.
Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased.
These are words from the Heavenly Liturgy, in which the angelic choirs praise God for His love
towards His people. As participants and witnesses of this supernatural reality, the shepherds
learn the true reason for the joy of Christmas. The Saviour has been born; in Him is disclosed the
very core of our faith - faith in God’s merciful love towards His creation, which makes us people
upon whom His favour rests.
So it is that this heavenly hymn relates to each one of us! The angels glorify God on high for the
simple reason that He eternally bestows His good will upon His people, that is, He desires for
them what is good. He is our highest benefactor. The eternal active love of God the Father flows
throughout the history of the whole world and is incarnated in the person of His beloved Son,
who is born today in Bethlehem. The Evangelist John teaches us about the good will of God in
these words: “the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the
world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the expiation for our sins.” (1 John 4: 9-10)
Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace...
Peace is one of the essential expressions of God’s love for His people. No wonder the Old
Testament prophets foretold that the coming of the Messiah on earth would bring peace on
earth, grant people the gifts oflove and justice, eliminate all evil and hatred, and restore harmony
throughout the world. And so today we hear that Christ, the Prince of Peace, the Eternal King,
upon whose shoulders rests all authority and honour, is the very same One of whom Isaiah spoke,
now born atlast. The peace, which the Lord brings, does not mean a temporary truce or a simple
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absence of war. A person obtains true peace only by reconciling with God and personally uniting
with Him. The new-born Jesus unites and reconciles within Himself both God and mankind. As a
result of this union and reconciliation, Christ becomes the source of peace in the whole world.
The Apostle Saint Paul teaches us this about Christ - “For he is our peace, who has made us both
one, and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility” (Ephesians 2:14)

How long God’s people awaited this peace, which Christ brought with His Nativity! With what
eagerness the shepherds hastened to Bethlehem, and with what persistence the wise men from
the East journeyed to the place of His birth. But how they must have been awed by the fact that
they found that long-awaited peace, not in an earthly ruler, not in the cleverness of a skilled
diplomat, not in the power of a well-formed army, but in a fragile new-born homeless infant. And
what’s more, the foretold Prince of Peace, upon the moment of His birth, was forced to become a
displaced person, a fugitive fleeing to escape the persecution of King Herod. This Wondrous
Divine Wisdom, through the Mystery of the Nativity, teaches us that God’s love, heavenly peace
and glory come only when we humble ourselves before the least one among us, and that only in
serving the needy will we meet God.

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!

With God’s help, we have lived through yet one more year - one more year of war. The suffering
of our people has not ended; our trials have not come to an end. But we have survived and we
carry on. To the surprise of the whole world, we have survived in the midst of immeasurable
pain, loss of blood, and tears. In a war situation we’ve had to rethink the value and meaning of the
words "peace" and "mercy ", "courage" and “humanity ", “allegiance"” and "responsibility." We
have learned that such zeal is found in prayer. By releasing the power of prayer, together with
the whole world, we sincerely and persistently continue to entreat God for peace.

The road to peace has become for us the road to our neighbour. We are learning to be in solidarity.
We are learning to recognize the needs of our soldiers at the front as our needs. We are learning
to be concerned about the pain of those who have lost family members and friends, and the pain
of the wounded and imprisoned, as if it were our own pain. In the midst of ever greater needs,
economic hardships, corruption still present everywhere and lack of effective political
management, we have not lost compassion for our neighbour, but have become more responsible
and bolder in defending dignity. We continue to share with those in need: what we have, what
we know and can do, what we believe in - and what we are. The way to our victory in Christ is
that which unites, reconciles and makes us community. Solidarity, compassion and trust give us
hope in God and reveal to us the true road to peace.

It is in this nationwide solidarity in faith, hope and love that we feel the active presence of God
among us and His real birth in our homeland. The path to our neighbour has become for millions
of Ukrainians the path to God’s love. We might say that in this wondrous good will of God for us,
in this solidarity, we have discovered the key to victory, for, as the Apostle Paul teaches us: “When
God is with us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31)

Let us celebrate this Christmas together with those who have become displaced, those who have
lost their loved ones, their possessions and their homes. In this Holy Year of the Mercy of God,
may the doors of our homes, open to the needy, be, in the words of Pope Francis, the doors of the

mercy of God. Hence whoever walks through them may experience the flow of God’s merciful
love, love which forgives our sins, heals the wounds of our souls and bodies, transforms sadness
into joy, and makes all that is weak strong and invincible.

By welcoming the refugees, the poor and the suffering, we welcome into our homes, into our
families and into our communities the Son of God Himself- the Font of God’s peace. Let us not ask
what language they speak, what church they attend, or what beliefs they hold. Rather let us be
interested in what hurts them, where their loved ones are, and how we may help them. With our
prayers and acts of mercy let us approach together with them the manger in which Christ is
resting. It is in them, precisely, that we will be able to welcome the new-born Saviour. And it is
precisely in this way that we will enter into reconciliation with God and with our brothers and
sisters, and bring God’s peace to our greatly suffering Ukrainian land.

On this joyful bright feast of the Nativity of Christ, I wish to express to all of you, dearly beloved
in Christ, heartfelt greetings. I desire to convey this joy to every home, to the dugouts at the front,
to the hospitals where the wounded are recovering, to the dwelling places of hundreds of
thousands of displaced brothers and sisters, to those in Ukraine, and those in the diaspora- to all
I desire today to send a word of comfort and hope, the source of which is the birth of the Saviour.
With the good news of the Nativity of Jesus Christ, I wish to visit those of you who have opened
the doors of your hearts to God and neighbour, and I wish to pass through the Doors of Mercy
together with you in this Holy Year. While sharing the joyful news of the birth of Christ-God, I
long to shake the hands of our brave soldiers who safeguard our Christmas, to comfort the
sorrowful, to wipe the tears of those who are weeping, to strengthen the faith of those who doubt
that good will triumph over evil.

Standing today before the altar of God, [ sense an extraordinary solidarity with the vast family of
our particular Church, which has gathered together around the Lord’s Table here on earth and in
God’s glory on high. May the new-born Saviour hear all our prayers, keep our nation and our
leaders in peace and wellbeing and bestow upon them His heavenly blessing.

Wishing you a blessed Feast of the Nativity of our Lord, a tasty kutia and a happy new year!
Christ is born!

Let us glorify Him!
+ Sviatoslav

Issued in Kyiv,
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ,
on the feast of the praiseworthy First-Called Apostle, Saint Andrew,
and the beginning of the Jubilee Year of Divine Mercy
December 13, 2015




MOST REVEREND BISHOP KEN (NOWAKOWSKI)
CHRISTMAS LETTER
Christis Born! Glorify Him!
The unapproachable God, out of mercy, wished to become visible for us. He
comes in the flesh, to be born as a human being of the most pure Virgin, in the

city of Bethlehem. Therefore, let us hasten with devotion to receive him.
[Sessional hymn, prefeast of the Nativity]

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Lord Jesus during this Christmas season, we find
ourselves at the beginning of the Extraordinary Holy Jubilee Year of Mercy initiated by Pope
Francis this past December 8th. The purpose of the Holy Jubilee Year, according to Pope Francis,
is to encounter the mercy of God. And the primary way we encounter God is through Jesus Christ,
the face of the Father’s mercy. [Cf. Misericordiae Vultus 1]

Our rich and meaningful Ukrainian Christmas traditions call our attention to the birth in
Bethlehem of the Son of God. The liturgical texts, the carols and greetings, the special foods and
decorations help remind us that “God is with us!” With the coming of Jesus Christ onto this earth
with a human body, we have been given tangible proof of the love and mercy of our God.

One of the important symbols used during the Holy Jubilee Year is that of the “Holy Door”. In our
Eparchy we will designate three churches where our faithful are invited to enter the church: Holy
Eucharist Cathedral parish in New Westminster, St. Nicholas the Wonderworker parish r in
Victoria and The Holy Dormition of the Mother of God parish in Kelowna. If you are unable to
make a pilgrimage to one of these three Holy Doors during the Holy Jubilee Year of Mercy, then I
would invite you to go to the nearest Roman Catholic Church in your area that has designated
Holy Doors. The Holy Doors stands as a symbol of the extraordinary pathway towards salvation
that is offered to the believers, through prayer, penitence, and works of mercy. The Holy Doors
become doors of mercy through which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who
consoles, pardons and instills hope.

At Christmas time the Holy Doors reminds us of the doorway into the stable at Bethlehem
whereby the shepherds and magi entered to find the Christ Child, the long awaited Messiah. All
were welcome to enter through the door way into the stable: the poor and the rich, peasant and
lord, saint and sinner. And so we are challenged by our faith in Jesus Christ to respond to those
who stand at the threshold of our homes and of our lives and who seek our mercy and love. Our
Christian faith calls upon us to open the doors of our homes and of our lives and welcome them
just as Mary and Joseph did in the stable of Bethlehem.

This Christmas season, in the spirit of the Holy Jubilee Year of Mercy, let us reach out to the
strangers and to those in need, be they from Ukraine or from Syria, be they in prisons or homeless
on the streets, be they sick or jobless, be they alone and near death. Let us show by our good

deeds and by our love that we share with them the mercy of our Heavenly Father who shares
with us his love and goodness. And let us repeat the praise of the angels as they sang at the birth
of Christ: Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests. [Lk.
2:14]

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

With assurance of my prayerful best wishes and blessings to you and your family, [ remain,
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+Ken Nowakowski

Bishop of New Westminster

BLESSED TERESA OF CALCUTTA TO BE MADE A SAINT

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta is to be made a Saint. Pope Francis on Thursday authorized the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints to promulgate a decree regarding a miracle attributed to
the intercession of Blessed Teresa (nee Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu), Vatican Radio informs.

Blessed Teresa, known around the world as Mother Teresa was born August 26, 1910 and died
September 5, 1997. She was foundress of the Congregation of the Missionaries of Charity and the
Missionaries of Charity.

Other decrees authorized by the Holy Father concerned the heroic virtues of the Servant of God
Giuseppe Ambrosoli, professed priest of the Comboni Missionaries of the Heart of Jesus; born July
25th, 1923 and died March 27, 1987;

The heroic virtues of Servant of God Adolfo (nee Lanzuela Leonardo Martinez), professed
religious of the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools; He was born on November 8,
1894 and died March 14, 1976;

The heroic virtues of Servant of God Henry Hahn, Laico; born August 29, 1800 and died on March
11, 1882.

The Pope’s approval for these decrees came during a private audience with Cardinal Angelo
Amato SDB, prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Ahead of Christmas, Pope Francis spoke on the surprise of God and his great gift in sending Jesus
Christ to save mankind. “God gives us all of Himself by giving His one and only Son, who is all his
joy - and only with the heart of Mary, the humble and poor daughter of Zion, become the Mother
of the Son of the Most High, that we can rejoice and be glad for the great gift of God and for His
unpredictable surprise... So let it be with the birth of Jesus - the gift of gifts - the undeserved gift
that brings us salvation, that it might also make us feel this wonder in meeting Jesus”

Pope Francis said that the Church is also a place for wonder. “To look on her with the wonder of
faith means not just considering the Church only as a religious institution — which the Church is
- but to feel her as a mother who, despite her warts and wrinkles — we have so many! - lets the
contours of the bride beloved of and purified by Christ the Lord shine through.”



http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2015/12/18/blessed_teresa_of_calcutta_to_be_made_a_saint/1195224

PRAYER FOR THE VIBRANT PARISH

0 God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - and
our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian love and
in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model our lives
according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy Mysteries
as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great command to be
a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the mercies and love for
mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together with Your All-Holy,

Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!
HOLY MYSTERIES (SACRAMENTS
CONFESSION: on Sundays and Holy Days: 30 min before Liturgy

other days, by appointment
HOLY COMMUNION: for the sick, by appointment, any time

BAPTISM: by appointment
MARRIAGES: by appointment
FUNERALS: by appointment

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THIS WEEK DECEMBER 24- DECEMBER 27
DEC 24TH (THURSDAY) - CHRISTMAS EVE*

- 7:30 pm - Great Compline with Lytiya (Bilingual)
- 8:30 pm - Divine Liturgy (English) - (Children's pageant). Blessing with Holy Oil.
(*On this day we are obliged to abstain from all meat products)

DEC 25TH (FRIDAY) - CHRISTMAS DAY

-11:00 am - Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian). Blessing with Holy Oil.
(Opportunity for Confession (beginning at 10:30 am)

DEC 26TH (SATURDAY) - SYNAXES OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

-10:00 am - Divine Liturgy (Bilingual)
(Opportunity for Confession (beginning at 9:30 am)

DEC 27TH (SUNDAY) - FIRST MARTYR STEVEN

-09:00 am - Divine Liturgy (English)
-11:00 am - Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian)

CONTACT US

Mailing address: 13753 - 108th Avenue, Surrey BC, V3T 2K6

E-mail: office.holycross@gmail.com
Phone: 604-496-2106(rectory) 604-584-4421 (parish hall)
Web: www.nweparchy.ca

FACEBOOK: Exaltation of the Holy Cross Parish
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