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FIRST SUNDAY OF THE GREAT LENT
SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY

The Sunday of Orthodoxy is the first Sunday of Great
Lent. The dominant theme of this Sunday since 843 has
been that of the victory of the icons. In the 9th Century,
a group of individuals with their own brand of theology,
viewed praying before icons and statues, the same as
worshipping foreign Gods. The Holy Church like the
caring mother that she is, condemned this heresy, and
restored to us the veneration of the Holy Icons.

Icons are not optional devotional extras, but an
integral part of Christian faith and devotion. They are
held to be a necessary consequence of Christian faith in
the incarnation of the Word of God, in Jesus Christ. They
have a sacramental character, making present to the
believer the person or event depicted on them. So the
interior of the churches of the byzantine rite is often covered with icons painted on walls and
domed roofs, and there is always an icon screen, or iconostasis, separating the sanctuary from
the nave, often with several rows of icons.

Icons are venerated by burning lamps and candles in front of them, by the use of incense
and by kissing. But there is a clear doctrinal distinction between the veneration paid to icons
and the worship due to God. The former is not only relative, it is in fact paid to the person
represented by the icon. This distinction safeguards the veneration of icons from any charge
of idolatry.

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS AND GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP ARE IN OUR PARISH HALL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING DIVINE LITURGY



The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great is served.

Troparion, Tone 5: Let us the faithful acclaim and worship the Word,* co-eternal with the Father
and the Spirit,* and born of the Virgin for our salvation.* For He willed to be lifted up on the cross
in the flesh, to suffer death* and to raise the dead by His glorious resurrection.

Troparion, Tone 2: We bow before Your most pure image, O kind Lord,* and beg pardon for our
sins, O Christ our God.* Of Your own will You consented to ascend the Cross in the flesh to free
Your handiwork from enslavement to the enemy.* In thanksgiving we cry aloud to You:* by
coming to save the world, our Saviour, You filled all things with joy.

Troparion, Tone 4: From your childhood you befriended wisdom,* O God-inspired Cyril.*
Behold her as a pure virgin all radiant* you took her as a brie for yourself,* and as with beads of
gold* she adorned your mind and soul.* O blessed Cyril,* like your namesake of Alexandria* we
have found you wise in name and truth.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Kontakion, Tone 2: With teaching that was sound and divinely inspired* you enlightened the
world as with luminous rays.* Flashing like lightning and surrounding the world* you scattered
the radiant word of God* in the west, the north, and the southern lands,* bringing light to the
world with your wonders, O blessed Cyril.

Now and for ever and ever. Amen.

Kontakion, Tone 8: The uncircumscribed Word of the Father* became circumscribed when He
took flesh of you, O Mother of God,* and when He restored the divine image to its ancient glory,*
He suffused it with the beauty of God.* Therefore, confessing our salvation in deed and word,* we
portray it in images.

Prokeimenon, Tone 4: Blessed are You, Lord God of our fathers,* and praised and glorified is
Your Name for ever.

verse: For You are righteous in everything You have done to us. (Daniel 3:26,27)

A Reading of the Epistle to the Hebrews (11:24-26,32-40; 12:1-2): Brothers and Sisters, by
faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing
rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He
considered abuse suffered for the Christ to be greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he
was looking ahead to the reward. And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through faith
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,
quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others
were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered
mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were
sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
persecuted, tormented— of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. Yet all these, though they were commended for
their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better so that

32idHo TunikoHy 6 yell deHb cayicumsbcs Aimypeis ce. Bacuaisi Beaukoeo.

Tpomnap (rs1ac 5): PiHoGe3HavanbHe 3 OTreMm i Jlyxom CsioBo,* mo Bijg /liBu Hapoausiocs Ha
CHaciHHs Hallle,* Mpoc/jaBMoO, BipHi, i MOKJOHIMCSA,* 60 BoHO 6Ji1aro3BoJinio TiJioM 3ilTH Ha
xpecT* i cMepTh epeTepniTH, i BOCKpECUTH MOMEPJIUX™ CJIAaBHUM BOoCKpeciHHAM CBOIM.

Tpomnap (rsac 2): [IpeyrcToMy 06pa3oBi TBOEMY IOKJIOHSEMOCS, 6J1arui,* MpocsaYu NMpoIeHHs
nporpimeds Hamux. Xpucte boxe,* 60 Bojielo 6J1aroOBOJIMB ECU IJIOTTIO 3iMTH Ha XpecT,* 11106
i36aBUTH TUX, 1110 IX CTBOPUB €CH, BiJl HeBoJIi BOpoxxkoi.* Tomy 6s1aroflapcTBEHHO KJIU4YeEMO TOOi:*
Tu pagictio cnoBHUB yce,* Criace Halll, MPUUAIIOBIIN CIACTH CBIT.

Tpomap (rsac 4): Big mnejeH TH CTapaHHO MpPeMyJApicTb cecTpow cob6i BYMHMUB,
O0OTOHATXHEHHHWH, TOOAYHBIIY NPECBITY, K JiBY YHUCTY, IKYy TH IPUKAHSB i NPUBIB, i Helo, Haue
HAMHCTOM 30JI0TUM, CBOIO AyIIY i yM HpHUKpacuB; TH MOKas3aB cebe, K Apyruil Kupwuio,
O6J1a’)KeHHUH, po3yMOM i iMeHeM MyApHIl.

Cnaea Omuyio, i Cuny, i Cesstmomy /Jlyxoei.

Konpak (rnac 2): TBepauM i 60roHaTXHEHHUM YYEHHSIM MPOCBIYYEINI CBIT, IK NPECBITIUMU
30psAMM; 06IHIIOB TH, sIK GJIMCKaBKa, BcesieHHY, Kupuie 6/axkeHHUH, po3ciBaloyd NpecBiT/ie
603Ke CJI0BO, Ha 3aX0/li, i miBHOUI, i miBAHI CBIT MpoCBimawyu 4yecaMmu.

I HuHi, I noecakuac, i Ha 8iku 8iuHi. AMIiHb.

Konpak (rsiac 8): Heonucanne CiioBo OTue* i3 Te6e, Boropoauile, BOno4YeHHAM onucaaocs™ i,
OCKBEpHEHUH 00pa3 y JaBHE 300pa3uBIIN,* 3 OGOXEeCTBEHHOK A06poTol0 3’€qHaso,* Ta,
icoBigyrouum cnaceHHs,* fAiJ10M i CJIOBOM MM 1€ SIBJISIEMO.

IIpokimeH (rs1ac 4): BiarocnoBeH ecy, l'ocrioau, Boxke oTuiB Hauux,* i XBaJibHe, i MpociaBieHe
iMm’s1 TBOE Ha Biku ([aH 3,26).

Cmux: Bo npaBeZiHUH €CU B YCbOMY, 1110 COTBOPUB TH HaM ([laH 3,27).

Jlo €BpeiB nocjaHHA yuTaHHA (11,24-26. 32-40. 12,1-2): Bpartts i Cectpy, Bipoto MoiiceH,
KoJIM O6YyB BUpic, Bifjpikcs 3BaTUCS CUHOM JA04YKHM $apaoHa; BOJIiB pajllie CTpaXKJaTH pa3oM 3
Joa0M boxxyM, Hixk j03HAaBaTH J04YacHOI IPiXOBHOI BTiXH, 60, AUBIAYMCh Ha HAaropo/y, BBakaB
3a 6isbllle 6araTcTBO HapyTy BUOpAHOT0 HApoAy BiJi ckap6iB Erunty. I o uie ckaxy?

Yacy He BUCTaHe MeHi, KOJIM 3aX0/Kycs po3nosigatu npo 'egeona, npo Bapaka, npo CaMcoHa,
npo €¢ty, npo [laBuga i Camyisa Ta NpPOPOKIB, 10 Bipol MNiOWJM LAPCTBa, YMHUJIU
CIpaBe/JIUBICTh, OGITHULL OCATHYJIM, 3arOpOAMJIM Halli JieBaM, CUJy BOTHIO TacHUJIH, BicTps
Meuya YHHUKaJ{, CTaBaJl CWJIbHI, OyBLIM HeJoJyri, HA BiAHI NPOSIBUIM MYKHICTb, HACKOKH
Yy>KUHIIB Big6uBaau. JKiHKHU AicTaBa/M Ha3a/, CBOIX MOMepPJIUX, IKi BocKpecasu. [Hi 3aruny i
B MYKaX, BiJKHHYBIIM BU3BOJIEHHS, 100 OCATHYTH JiMile BOCKpeciHHA. [HIi Hapyr i 6u4iB
3a3HaJ/IM Ta llle ¥ KalAaHiB i B'I3HUL; IX KAMEHOBAaHO, pO3pi3yBaHO MUJIO, OpPaHO Ha JOMUTH;
BOHM BMHpaJd, MeueM 3a0UTi; TUHSJIMCSA B OBEYUX Ta KO3I4YHX LIKypax, 30i0BaHi, rHOGJeH,
KpPUB/KEHi; BOHM, SIKUX CBIT OYB HeBapTHH, OJiyKaJu NYCTHHAMM, ropaMy, nedepaMu Ta
3eMHUMU BepTenaMH. | Bci BOHY, AapMa 1110 MaJid Ao6pe 3acBifueHHs Bipolo, He 0JiepKaiu



they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us
run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of
our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Alleluia, Tone 4:

verse: Moses and Aaron are among His priests and Samuel among those who call upon His name.
verse: They called on the Lord, and He heard them. (Psalm 98:6)

Gospel: John 1:43-51: At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom
there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I
saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of
God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw
you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I
tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the
Son of Man.”

Instead of It is truly... In you, O Full of Grace, all creation rejoices: the angelic ranks and all the
human race. Sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, virgins’ pride and boast, from whom God is
made flesh and became a little Child; and He who is our God before all ages, He made your womb
a throne, and He made it wider that all the heavens. In you, O Full of Grace, all creation rejoices.
Glory be to you.

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest. (Psalm
148:1)* Rejoice in the Lord, O you just;* praise befits the righteous. (Psalm 32:1) The just man
shall be in everlasting remembrance;* of evil hearsay he shall have no fear.*Alleluia (x3).

% GREAT FAST 2016 - Besnukuii Ilict - began on Monday, FEBRUARY 08. Originally, this
“Black Fast” was kept for the entire 40 day of Lent. Our Holy Mother Church has since lessened
our load by applying this strict fast to just the First and Last day of Lent (Good Friday). Outside
of the regular meatless Friday we should also try to keep Wednesday meatless, increase our
almsgiving and works of charity, as well increase the amount of time we spend in prayer.

#% SOROKOUSTY for the deceased of individual family members will be celebrated every Friday
during Great Lent at 10:00 am. Arrange to have the deceased members of your family
remembered during these Services.

#% DIVINE LITURGY OF THE PRE-SANCTIFIED GIFTS - Normally during Lent, we do not
celebrate a regular Divine Liturgy during the weekdays. This is due to the penitential nature of

06ingHOro, 60 bor 36epir HaMm [OCh Kpalile, 1106 BOHU He 6€3 Hac OCATJ/IN JOCKOHAJIICTh.

Tomy i MM, MalOUM HaBKOJIO cebe TaKy BEJIMKY XMapy CBiZIKiB, BIAKUHbMO BCAKHH TATap i rpix,
1110 TaK JIETKO 0OMOTYE, i 61>KiMO BUTPHUBAJIO 10 3MaraHHs, 1[0 IpU3Ha4YeHe HaM, BAUBJISI0YUC
NUIbHO B Icyca, 3acCHOBHUKA U 3aBepIIMTEIS BipH, IKUH, 3aMiCTh paZloCTH, 110 Iepes; HUM 0yJ1a,
BUTEPIIiB XPECT, HA COPOM He 3BepTal4U yBary, i iKUK Bo3ciB npaBopy4 boxoro npecrtoy.

Anmmnys (raac 4):

Cmux: Molicelr i ApoH Mix epeamu Horo i CaMmyis MiXX TUMH, [0 MPU3HUBAKTH iM’'s Horo.
Cmux: llpusuBanu 'ocnioga i Bin BucayxaB ix (I1c 98,6).

€panreie (IB 1,43-51): Y Toii yac Bupimus Icyc mmiTu B 'anuiero; i sHaimosmu ®usvna, MOBUB
Jlo HboTO: «IA1 32 MHO10.» A 6yB @uun 3 Butcaiay, 3 micta AgpieBoro ta [leTpoBoro. 3ycTpiB
@unun HataHaina i ckazaB 0 Hboro: «Mu 3HaluLIM TOro, Npo koro Moliceil y 3akoHi nmucas i
npopoky, - Icyca Mocuosoro cuna, 3 HaszapeTy.» Hatanain xe oMy Ha Te: «A 110 06pOro Moxe
6ytu 3 Hasapety?» MoBuB 0 Hboro ®uaun: «[lpuiigu Ta nogusBucs.» [lobayuBmu Icyc, mo
Hartanain HagxoAuB [0 HbOTO, CKa3aB Npo HbOro: «OChb CIpaBKHiM i3pal/bTAHUH, 110 HEMA B
HbOMY JIyKaBCcTBa.» HaTaHain e iomy: «3BiAKinb 3Haem MeHe?» Cka3aB Icyc, (poOMOBHUBIIY 10
Hboro: «llepure, Hixk Puaun 3akavkaB Tebe, 6aUuB g Tebe, K OYB €CH MiJi CMOKOBHHUIIEIO.»
BignosiB ke oMy HataHain: «Yuurtento, Tu — CuH boxkuii, Tu - uap I3painiB.» Icyc Bigkasas,
MOBHBIIH /10 HbOT0: «ToMy, 1110 51 MoBiZjaB To6i: bauuB s Te6e miJ CMOKOBHMUIIED, — TO ¥ Bipui!
BauuTuMenn 6isb1e, Hixk Te.» | cka3aB 10 HbOT0: «ICTUHHO, icTUHHO KaxXy BaM: [lobaunTe Hebeca
BiIKpuTi, ¥ aHresiB BoXKUX, IK BUCXOJSTh Ta cX0AaTh Ha CuHa YosioBiuoro.»

3amictp JoctroiiHo: TobGolo pajyeTbcs, biaropaTHasi, Bcsika TBap, aHreJbCbKHU c060p i
40JIOBiUEChKUH pifi, OCBSILEHHUHN XpaMe i palo CJIOBECHUH, [IiBCTBEHHA MOXBAJIO, 1110 i3 Hel bor
BOIJIOTUBCA 1 MyIaJieHIleM CTaB — nepen Bikamu cymuid bor Ham. JIoHO 60 TBO€E IMPeCTOJIOM
COTBOPUB i yTpoOy TBOIO MpocTopimo Hebec yuuHUB. To6010 pagyeThes, biarogaTHas, Bcaka
TBap, cJ1aBa Too6i.

Mpuyacuuii: XBanite F'ocroza 3 HeGec,* xBanite Horo Ha Bucorax (Ilc 148,1). * PaxyiiTecs,
npaBefHi, y ['ocnioai,* npaBuM HasexuTb noxsasa (Ilc 32,1). B mam’saTh BidyHy 6y/ie IpaBeHUK,
3JIMX cayXiB He y60iThed (IIc 111,6-7). Anunys (x3).

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lent, versus the joyous Easter nature of our regular Divine Liturgy. To get around this, our
Church, many centuries ago, instituted the Divine Liturgy of Pre-Sanctified Gifts - a combination
of Vespers (evening Prayers) combined with Holy Communion, with Bread that had been
consecrated at the previous Sunday Divine Liturgy. In our parish we celebrate this service on each
Wednesday and Friday.

% ANNUAL PARISH GENERAL MEETING will take place on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21TH, 2016.
The meeting will follow the Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. On that Sunday we will celebrate only
one Divine Liturgy (Bilingual). PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING

#% SUNDAYS DONATION: January 31st, 2016 - $ 685

#% UCWLC MEMBERSHIP FEES are now due. Please pay $20 to Helen Uchaz.



s PEROHY BEE - will take place on THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH starting at 9:00 a.m. Please,
plan to come and help our Ladies.
Your help is also needed on WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17t to peel and mash potatoes.

% LENTEN PROJECT: FOOD BANK COLLECTION. - Along with fasting and prayer, almsgiving is
another way that we can practice our Lenten good works. This year we will be collecting non-
parishable goods to be donated to Surrey food bank. Please bring your non-parishable goods and
drop then off at the back of the church.

#% CHRISTMAS CANDLE PROJECT. On behalf of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New
Westminster and myself, we would like thank all who took partin our global fundraising program
for “Caritas-Ukraine" in Lviv, entitled: “Christmas Candle” or “Pi3aBsaHa cBiuka”. Because of all
your generous donations, we were able to raise $2,386 all of which will be sent to help needy,
disadvantaged, disabled and orphaned children in Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine. Thank You and God
Bless. Dana Koren Lupynis. For more information, please contact Dana Koren Lupynis at
nweparchy.christmascandle@gmail.com.

Biz imMeHi Ykpaincbkoi Katosnnnpkoi Enapxii Heto BectMmiHcTepa i ocobucTto Bij cebe , mupo
JSIKYEMO BCIM THM, L0 B3s1JIM y4acTb B Haullii nporpami s opranizauii "Kapitac-Ykpaina" y
JIbBOBI i Ha3Boo "Pi3aBsaHa CBiuka". 3aBsKku Bamum e qpum BHecKaM Mu 3i6paau $2,386,
ki 6yAyTh BificnaHi A5 noTpebywouux AiTel Ta cupit B MicTi IBaHO-®paHKiBCbKY, YKpaiHa.
[llupo Bam gsaxyemo i Hexakh Bor 6.arocsioBuTh Bac. /lana Kopenb Jlynunic. 3a 10/1aTKOBOIO
iHbopMaliero MPOCHUMO 3BEpPTATHUCA J0 Janu Kopenb JlynuHic
nweparchy.christmascandle@gmail.com.

s SPECIAL PETITION DURING THE DIVINE LITURGY: We also pray to be blessed with
generous hearts to contribute to our Bishop’s initiatives and programmes, such as: the support
of parishes, the education of parishioners, and the formation of seminarians, Lord hear us and
have mercy.

% REMINDER FOR FAMILIES OF INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL. If you or
family member is admitted to hospital and you wish to have a priest visit, please be sure to have |
someone call the rectory to make this request. Your pastor may have no other way of knowing that you
are in hospital, as privacy legislation restricts the information that can be given to him by the hospital.

#% TAX RECEIPT: To ensure that you receive a tax receipt for your church donations please make
sure you name or envelope number is put with your donation.

& PLEASE REMEMBER the sick and infirmed of our Parish in your prayers: JANETTE
OUCHARECK, JOE AND SYLVIA OSTROWERCHA, LANCE DE SILVA, HENRY MARTIN, MARY
SHEMLEY, MIKE HAWKEN, VICTORIA HITCHIN, MARY LITWIN, PATRICIA and ERNEST
PYLYPOW, STELLA SYRNYK, STELLA ANDRUSIAK, ADELINE AND KATRUSIA SWERYDA and
those who have asked us pray for them. Let us also remember our sisters and brothers in Ukraine,
those throughout the world in our prayers and those who are celebrating birthdays in the month
of February!

#% CONGRATULATION. May the Almighty God bless in good health and salvation in Many Happy

and Blessed Years of Life to everyone who celebrated his/her Birthday. Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita!

#% BEQUESTS AND WILLS: Leaving a bequest is a process of giving a donation through your will.
[t is simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and
testament. It can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to
your lawyer about the process. In your kindness please remember the Holy Cross Ukrainian
Catholic Church in your bequests and wills. If anyone wishes to make such a bequest in their will,
the following clause may be included or added to a will: "I give,devise,and bequeath to the Holy
Cross Ukrainian Catholic Parish - 13753 108 Ave, Surrey, BC., the sum of $_ (or _% of my estate),
to be used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”

#% OLGC PRESCHOOL BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE For kids 2 % to 12 years old at 10504
139th Street, Surrey. For more info, call Lenny at 604.581.3225

LENTEN MISSION

All are welcome for our Four-Parish Lower Mainland Lenten Mission with Right
Reverend Lawrence George Stephen Gosselin.
Father Lawrence is a priest of the Melkite Greek-Catholic Eparchy of Newton in the United States
and a hieromonk. He is a retired military chaplain and presently serves as the chaplain to the
Romanian Greek-Catholic nuns of Holy Theophany Monastery in Olympia, Washington.

SCHEDULE

Monday, February 15th, at the Dormition of the Mother of God parish, Richmond.
6:00pm - 6:30pm: Time for Confessions

6:30pm - 7:00pm: Vespers Service

7:00pm - 1st Session (Followed by refreshments)

Tuesday, February 16th, at the Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary parish, Vancouver.
6:00pm - 6:30pm: Time for Confessions

6:30pm - 7:00pm: Akathist to the Sufferings of Jesus Christ

7:00pm - 2nd Session (Followed by refreshments)

Wednesday, February 17th, at the Exaltation of the Holy Cross parish, Surrey.
6:00pm - 7:00pm: Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts (Confession during the Service)
7:00pm - 3rd Session (Followed by refreshments)

Thursday, February 18th, at the Holy Eucharist Cathedral, New Westminster.
6:00pm - 6:30pm: Time for Confessions

6:30pm - 7:00pm: Service of the 9t Hour

7:00pm - 4t Session (Followed by refreshments)

Times of extended retreat give us a chance to come home to ourselves in God's presence
and to bring the realities of our life to God in utter privacy. This is important for us and for
those we serve... On retreat we rest in God and wait on him to do what is needed.
Eventually we return to the battle with fresh energy and keener insight.

(Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership)
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5o EPARCHIAL NEWS &®

Chancery Office
Eparchy of New Westminster

To the Very Rev. and Rev. Clergy, Religious
and Lay-Faithful of the Eparchy of New Westminster

20 January 2016

Glory to Jesus Christ!
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

This more than a year ago our Eparchy held a special meeting - our Eparchial Sobor. Our
Eparchial delegates examined how we can best live the spirit of the pastoral letter of His
Beatitude Sviatoslav titled “The Vibrant Parish - a place to encounter the Living Christ”. Later on,
delegates from all of our Eparchies in the world (including our own) gathered in Ivano-Frankivsk,
Ukraine to hold our world-wide Sobor. At both our Eparchial Sobor and the world-wide Sobor
the six elements of the pastoral letter were discussed. One of the elements of the Vibrant Parish
is of course “diakonia” or put in another way, service to others. In this letter about the Vibrant
Parish His Beatitude reminds all of us about the Christian act of charity and to be in solidarity
with those in need. He wrote that ...

“...an important element, which expresses the inner nature of the Church and reveals the vibrancy
of a parish is diakonia, which means serving in love or performing “charitable activity.” This service
to our neighbor flows from our rootedness in Christ. Active love of neighbor is the vocation and task
of each Christian without exception. It is only faith, acting in love, which leads us to salvation (see
Gal. 5:6). Faith without works is dead (see James 2:26). “As you did it to one of the least of these my
brethren, you did it to me” (Mat. 25:40), - says the Lord Jesus.

On December 8t, last year, His Holiness Pope Francis proclaimed a special year of Jubilee
for the world - a Year of Mercy. He has encouraged each bishop, each parish priest and every lay-
faithful to take this Jubilee Year of Mercy and find ways that we can express in real concrete ways
God’s mercy, and that certainly means showing mercy to others.

Each year our Eparchy along with all the other Ukrainian Catholic Eparchies in North
America receives requests from our Church in Ukraine for financial assistance for very worthy
causes and endeavors in Ukraine. As has been our Eparchial custom for the last few years, during
the Great Fast/Lent we take time to remember our sisters and brothers in Ukraine who are in
need and though our donations we show that we stand in solidarity with them.

In St.John's 1st Letter, he reminds the early Christian church that if anyone has the world’s
goods and sees their brother or sister in need yet closes their heart against them, how does God'’s
live abide in them?

While there are no doubt many worthy causes to donate our funds to in Ukraine, our Eparchy
has identified the following beneficiaries for our donations:

Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv This is the only Ukrainian Catholic University in
Ukraine. Itis pivotal to the future needs of the leaders of Ukrainian society. Today more
than ever, we need to support a free and honest educational endeavourer in Ukraine and
certainly, the Ukrainian Catholic University is worthy of our support.

Caritas Ukraine Caritas Ukraine continues to be the main charities organization of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ukraine providing social care to the needy of Ukraine in the
area of humanitarian aid, clothing distribution, street children’s assistance programs, HIV
& AIDS programs, anti-trafficking in people programs, emergency aid, home-care
programs and much more. Since the Revolution of Dignity in Ukraine and the invasion of
Ukraine’s Eastern territories almost two million people have been internally displaced.
Caritas Ukraine along with partner organizations is attempting to meet the challenges
this has brought to Ukrainian society by providing housing, meals, and rehabilitation to
these families.

Holy Resurrection Sobor in Kyiv The building project is on going and the interior
artwork has begun. This Cathedral is meant to be not just for our Ukrainian Catholics in
Kyiv, but indeed the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral for all of us.

Andrew’s Pence The Head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, our Patriarch has many
requests for financial support from our Ukrainian Catholic communities of faithful in the
poorest areas of Eastern Europe and in the East, in places like Kazakhstan, Siberia, etc.
These communities are often located in areas where the local or national governments
are not at all supportive. They rely heavily on assistance from their sisters and brothers
in the other areas where our Church faithful live, like right here in British Columbia. Our
donations to Andrew’s Pence assist the Patriarch in providing financial support for these
far away and often desolate communities.

Synod Administration Fund Each Eparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church throughout
our world is asked to assist in the administrative and operational costs of the Synodal
Offices in Kyiv. As members of the Ukrainian Catholic Church our Eparchy is assessed a
sum of around $10.000 annually. Your contributions will assist us in our Synodal
Administrative Fund assessment.

In order to assist you in deciding to how much you are able to donate to these worthy causes
[ have let you know something about them and what your donations will help with. The
envelopes provided allow you to indicate the amount as well as to which fund(s) you would like
your donation to be given to.

If you would like to receive a tax receipt for your donation, please make the cheque
payable to your own parish (ie: Holy Eucharist Cathedral, or St. Nicholas Parish) and a tax receipt
will be issued to you directly from your parish. Your parish treasurer will then send a cheque
made out to the Eparchy of New Westminster for the total amount collected and indicate the
amounts and to whom the collected amount is to be given to. The Eparchy will then add together



the amounts collected from each parish and to whom/which organization the donation is to be
given to.

[ completely endorse and recommend to you dear Sisters and Brothers that the
organizations listed above in this letter. They are truly worthy causes and those in charge will
use wisely our donations. Along with your donations, I would ask for your prayerful support of
those who work in the service of our Church in Ukraine, bringing the Good News of Our Lord’s
love and salvation to them. So, Dearly Beloved in Christ, if you can find it in your heart and bank
accounts to make a donation, please do so. May the blessing of Our Lord be upon you for your
generosities.

[ am designating the Sundays of February 21th and 28th of the Great Fast (Lent) for our
Eparchial Collection in favour of the needs of our Church in Ukraine. I would ask that this letter
along with special envelopes be distributed to our Faithful in our parish bulletins on Sundays
February 7t and 14t so that they may prepare themselves for the donation. If for good reason
they will be absent from the Divine Liturgy on February 21t and 28t they can make their
contribution either prior to the general collection date or by the end of the Great Fast (Lent).

[ would like to ask that our parishes provide the funds collected noting the amounts for
the various projects be sent to our office no later than Monday 25 April so that we can send these
funds to the appropriate organizations by the first week of May of this year.

[ am uniting my prayers with those of yours in our journey through the Great Fast (Lent)
to the joyful celebration of Our Lord’s Holy Resurrection on Easter Sunday!

Sincerely yours in the Lord,
+Ken
Eparchial Bishop of New Westminster

HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV: “WHAT SEA OUR SPIRITUALITY IS SIMILAR TO: “LIVELY” SEA
OF GALILEE OR DEAD SEA?

The righteous are not only those who take from God everything He gives them, but the ones who
know how to share the God’s gifts with others. That what it takes - serve out everything and
follow the Christ. As the source of all goods, even terrestrial prosperity, are not simply human’s
efforts, but the Lord. For those who stay with God there is lack in nothing!

The righteous are not only those who take from God everything He gives them, but the ones who
know how to share the God’s gifts with others. That what it takes - serve out everything and
follow the Christ. As the source of all goods, even terrestrial prosperity, are not simply human’s
efforts, but the Lord. For those who stay with God there is lack in nothing!

Stressed in his homily the Head and Father of the UGCC, His Beatitude Sviatoslav, on 31st of
January in Vakulenchuk village, Zhytomyr region.

Speaking his mind on, the Head of the Church added that God is a source of terrestrial and eternal
prosperity: “Only He is a way of salvation. So let us ask ourselves today: why do I pray, visit
Church, what is the motivation of my piety?”

As it was mentioned by His Beatitude Sviatoslav, often, in our county in particular, people want
to use God as an instrument for satisfying their own needs. Such kind of attitude turns to be a
peculiar “religious magic”.

He gave an example of such religiosity. There two seas on the Holy Land. The Sea of Galilee on
South which is “lively” because water from Jordan flows into and water goes out of it,
simultaneously. Exactly on this sea shore Jesus Christ has called his disciples and his apostles
were fish-men on this sea, too. There i also another sea, where Jordan flows into. This sea soaks
water without giving it out - Dead Sea. There is no live creature in it. For it takes everything in
and gives nothing in turn.

Then how our personal spiritual life looks like? Do I share the prosperities once received from
God? What sea we are similar to, “lively” sea of Galilee or Dead sea? The more we serve out, the
more we receive.

We can compare it to such a thing: the longer and better a teacher teaches at school, the better he
understands a subject he delivers. The better master is sharing his talents with others, the more
he multiplies them and develops his skills. The more we give out, the more we become able to
get.

“Now we are going through not only political difficulties but material extremity as well. So let us
have a look: what is a power of our people today that help us to stand out? Solidarity. For these
two years we have learned to share everything what we are, what we can, know and have. The
whole world is surprised with our people, knowing we are getting poor every day, however we
support our army. Volunteer work gets a new breath every single time. The answer is: the more
we share with our sufferers and needy, the more we can get, the more blessed we become and
more God’s gifts our people obtain”, summed up His Beatitude Sviatoslav.

The UGCC Department of Information

DIVINE LITURGY OF THE PRE-SANCTIFIED GIFTS

The Divine Liturgy being the banquet of Christ is a festive, joyous, and triumphant celebration.
The ancient discipline of the Byzantine Rite did not permit such celebration during the season of
Great Fast (Lent), this being the time of penance and mourning for sin. The Church, knowing that
Christ is our greatest strength and support during our earthly pilgrimage, allows us to celebrate
a communion service on certain days of the Great Fast. This service, called the Liturgy of the Pre-
Sanctified Gifts is not a true Divine Liturgy because it contains no consecration of bread and wine
into Body and Blood of Christ. The Holy Communion that we receive at a Liturgy of Pre-Sanctified
Gifts is the specie of consecrated bread only. Unconsecrated wine is added for reasons of taste
and facility in swallowing the Holy Communion. This special service, a combination of Vespers
and communion ritual, is traditionally celebrated on Wednesdays and Fridays of the six weeks of
Great Fast, and on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy Week. Its authorship is sometimes
attributed to St Gregory Dialogos who prior t becoming Pope of Rome (St Gregory the Great)
served in Constantinople as a papal envoy. It is more probable that St Gregory merely recorded
this ancient Liturgy from oral tradition and on his return to Rome introduced it to the Western
Church.



PRAYER FOR THE VIBRANT PARISH

O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - and
our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian love and
in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model our lives
according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy Mysteries
as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great command to be
a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the mercies and love for
mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together with Your All-Holy,
Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!

HOLY MYSTERIES (SACRAMENTS

CONFESSION: on Sundays and Holy Days: 30 min before Liturgy
other days, by appointment
HOLY COMMUNION: for the sick, by appointment, any time

BAPTISM: by appointment
MARRIAGES: by appointment
FUNERALS: by appointment
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THIS WEEK FEBRUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 21
MON. FEB15 1st LENTEN SESSION IN RICHMOND
TUE. FEB16 09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY
2nd LENTEN SESSION IN VANCOUVER
WED. FEB17 06:00 PM LITURGY OF THE PRE-SANCTIFIED GIFTS
followed by 3r4 LENTEN SESSION
THR. FEB18 09:00 AM DIVNE LITURGY
4th LENTEN SESSION IN NEW WESTMINSTER
FRI. FEB19 09:30 AM SOROKOUSTY
06:30 PM LITURGY OF THE PRE-SANCTIFIED GIFTS
SUN. FEB21 09:30 AM ROSERY (ENG)
10:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY

Big thanks to all our parishioners, guests, visitors and all people of the good will who by their
kindness, time, generous donations, look after and support our parish.
May God bless you and your dear ones always!

CONTACT US

Mailing address: 13753 - 108th Avenue, Surrey BC, V3T 2K6
E-mail: office.holycross@gmail.com

Phone: 604-496-2106(rectory) 604-584-4421 (parish hall)
Web: www.nweparchy.ca
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